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			The Companion Animal Parasite Council is warning of the continued expansion of heartworm, Lyme disease and other tickborne diseases throughout the United States in 2024. “Over the past 12 years, we have seen the movement of parasitic diseases and the vectors that carry them expand to new areas, signaling the need for pet owners to test their pets every year and protect them year-round,” said Heather Walden, president of the CAPC board. In its 2024 “Pet Parasite Forecast,” CAPC reports that ticks and mosquitoes remain the principal transmitters of pet and human vector-borne diseases. The risks of contracting Lyme, anaplasmosis, ehrlichiosis and heartworm diseases are increasing due to various factors, according to the announcement, such as rehoming of pets, urbanization and climate change.


	To help improve the industry and alleviate a shortage of equine veterinarians, the American Association of Equine Practitioners has created a strategic plan to address its sustainability, including the launch of its Commission on Equine Veterinary Sustainability, dvm360 reports. A compensation survey conducted by AAEP found that on average, those working in practices work 5.3 days a week during the busiest quarter of the year and 4.4 days during the less busy quarter. This led to the creation of a compensation committee. A student subcommittee also was formed to prioritize outreach to students to determine their needs.


	Cal-Maine Foods, the largest producer of fresh eggs in the United States, temporarily halted production at one of its facilities in Texas after detecting highly pathogenic avian influenza there, the company announced. The company said it depopulated about 1.6 million laying hens and 337,000 pullets, or about 3.6% of its flock, as a result of the outbreak. It’s possible the depopulation at the Texas location could lead to higher egg prices at the grocery store, “because you’re taking a large number of egg-laying birds out of production all at once,” Amy Hagerman, an associate professor of agricultural economics at Oklahoma State University, told NPR.








Click HERE to subscribe to the full Fountain Report content.












	



	A new statement issued by the American Association of Veterinary Medical Colleges outlines the organization’s perspective on the often-contentious issue of workforce shortages in the field. The profession faces “significant shortages” of veterinarians, according to the statement, with evidence indicating these shortages “are a result of systemic, long-term trends in pet ownership and demand for veterinary services, along with limited capacity for training veterinary professionals.” As many as 6,000 full-time veterinarians are needed to meet workforce demand, and 50,000 veterinary nurses and technicians are needed to maximize productivity in companion animal practice, the organization said in the statement.


	Pet medication distributor PetIQ has closed 149 veterinary practices located inside stores of partners including Walmart, Meijer and Tractor Supply Co., citing a tight labor market for veterinarians even as demand for pet care appears to ease from a pandemic peak. The closures indicate companies that have rapidly installed veterinary practices inside retail stores over the past five years may be struggling to find veterinarians to fill them, the VIN News Service reports. Petco said it has slowed the rate at which it builds veterinary practices, planning to build between five and 10 this year, down from dozens in previous years. Even so, Chewy is moving ahead on its growth plans.


	After announcing in 2014 it would no longer serve chicken that was fed antibiotics, Chick-fil-A will back off its pledge due to the diminishing chicken supply, CNN reports. The pledge was intended to help prevent human antibiotic resistance linked to the rampant use of the drugs in livestock production. Moving forward, the company will embrace a looser industry standard: “no antibiotics important to human medicine.” The change comes after Tyson, the United States’ biggest poultry company, last summer ended its eight-year-pledge to keep antibiotics out of its chicken, instead adopting a standard similar to the new one announced by Chick-Fil-A. As for other meat processors, Pilgrim’s Pride says it uses some antibiotics, while Perdue still says it doesn’t.
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	Chewy reported fourth quarter net sales of $2.83 billion, up 4.2%. Adjusted EBITDA of $86.5 million was down 11%. Net income was $31.9 million, up from $6.8 million last year. For the year, net sales of $11.1 billion was up 10%. Adjusted EBITDA of $368.1 million was up 20%. Net income of $39.6 million was down 21%. “In 2023, we gained market share while simultaneously expanding margins and accelerating free cash flow generation,” said CEO Sumit Singh.


	Leptospirosis continues to be prevalent in dogs, including in small-breed dogs from urban areas, puppies as young as 11 weeks of age, geriatric dogs, dogs in rural areas and dogs that have been inadequately vaccinated, according to the American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine’s revised consensus statement on leptospirosis. As such, ACVIM has updated its guidance and now recommends that all dogs be vaccinated for leptospirosis annually rather than every three years. The ACVIM statement touches on clinical and laboratory criteria to confirm leptospirosis in a dog; treatment options, including antimicrobial and extracorporeal kidney support therapies; supportive care; and prognosis. There is also guidance on vaccine protocols and public health implications, such as protecting veterinary staff from Leptospira infection, the AVMA reports.


	The finalization of a rule aligning the voluntary “Product of USA” label claim will prohibit misleading labeling and help ensure the information consumers receive about where their food comes from is truthful, the Ag Information Network reports. The USDA’s rule allows the voluntary “Product of USA” or “Made in the USA” label claim to be used on meat, poultry and egg products only when they’re derived from animals born, raised, slaughtered and processed in the United States.
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		The FDA is proposing new regulations to provide animal drug sponsors with predictable requirements for the labeling of prescription and over-the-counter new animal drugs, as well as new animal drugs for use in animal feeds. The proposed content and format of labeling would benefit veterinarians, animal owners and animal producers by providing a more consistent presentation of information on the safe and effective use of these new animal drugs, according to the announcement. The FDA has long followed certain practices for reviewing animal drug labeling, but these have not been codified in regulation. If finalized, the rule would create a comprehensive set of regulations establishing requirements for content and format of the labeling for approved and conditionally approved new animal drugs and would also help animal drug sponsors more efficiently prepare labeling for review, according to the FDA.


	While some sectors of the pet care market thrived during the pandemic, others, like veterinary and non-medical services, suffered and continue to feel stress. Economic uncertainty and high inflation continue to take a toll, with most areas of the market seeing increased revenue mainly (or only) due to higher prices, writes David Lummis, senior pet market analyst at Packaged Facts. While some may hope the market returns to pre-pandemic standards, COVID set in motion trends that industry members should take into account, presenting opportunities for the industry. Budget consciousness, DIY pet care, a changing pet population and the rise of franchisors are several of the trends Lummis highlights in Pet Product News.


	Texas firefighters were gaining control over the remaining wildfires in the Panhandle more than two weeks after they broke out. As of March 11, the Smokehouse Creek fire, the largest in Texas’ history, was 89% contained, The Texas Tribune reports. The fire had burned nearly 1.1 million acres since it started near Stinnett in Hutchison County, about 60 miles northeast of Amarillo. CBS News reported that as of March 8, more than 7,000 cattle had died, according to Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller, who said he believed the final toll could include thousands more.
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		Florida lawmakers unanimously passed a veterinary telemedicine bill, joining California in allowing pet owners to seek virtual veterinary care without an initial in-person visit. There are now 108 million Americans—nearly a third of the country’s population—who live in jurisdictions where a pet owner can launch a relationship with a licensed veterinarian through virtual technologies, writes policy expert Mark Cushing.


	The Veterinary Virtual Care Association announced the release of its inaugural “State of the Veterinary Virtual Care Industry Report.” The report focuses on the impact and utilization of veterinary virtual care in the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom, analyzing more than 2 million data points derived from over half a million virtual care interactions globally, according to the VVCA. Among other things, it includes findings on how virtual care closes certain barriers to getting veterinary care, the future of veterinary practices amid these new innovations, and the legislative landscape.


	Patterson Companies reported third quarter net sales of $1.62 billion, up 1%. Earnings per diluted share of 52 cents were down from 55 cents last year. Reported net sales in the animal health segment of $967.3 million were down 1.5% as positive growth in the production animal business was more than offset by reduced sales in the companion animal business. Within the animal health segment, internal sales of consumables decreased 2%, internal sales of equipment decreased 5.9%, and internal sales of value-added services increased 44.2%.








Click HERE to subscribe to the full Fountain Report content.












		
							1
	2
	…
	5
	Next →


					
		






	

    
                
                                        
                                Animalytix

12200 NW Ambassador Drive,

Suite 200, Kansas City, MO 64163

USA

                            

                                                    
                                P | 816.569.3154

F | 816.569.3155

E | info@animalytix.net

                            

                                                    
                                	Contact Us
	Privacy
	Terms of Use
	Site Map
	Secure Login


                               © Copyright  Animalytix LLC. All rights reserved. Animalytix is a registered trademark and ALYX and Market Sensus are service marks of Animalytix LLC. All other registered trademarks, trademarks, or service marks cited are the property of their respective owners.
                            

                                

                    


	
		
			
				
					
																							

				

									
					
				

			


		

	





	
	    
	      	
				  Search Site

				  ×
	      	

	      	
				
	
		
		
			Search 
		

	


	      	

	      	
	        	Close
	      	

	    

	 






	








